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OFFSHORE FISH ID 51-100
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Instructions for Printing as Flash Cards
1. Edit Print Settings to [4-pages to 1]; Single Sided
2. Cut out Cards
3. Fold along dotted line so ID Name is hidden behind each card

Cut
Fold Fold

Fold Fold

Cut
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Bodianus rufus | Wrasses – Labridae

Spanish Hogfish

• Purple coloration dorsally

• Yellow-gold ventrally and 
posteriorly

• Size: 8” – 14”
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Scomberomorus maculatus | Mackerels – Scombridae

Spanish mackerel 

• Yellow-gold spots on body

• Silvery elongate body

• Size: 1’ – 3’
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Rachycentron canadum | Cobias – Rachycentridae
Cobia

• Torpedo body w/ 
flattened forebody

• Silver to brown 
coloration

• Sometimes black and 
white stripes

• Size: 2’ – 4’
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Coryphopterus glaucofraenum | Gobies – Gobiidae
Bridled Goby 

• White side “bridle” running from 
rear of mouth to gill cover

• Color Whitish to transparent, 
often without markings

• Size: 1” – 2”
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Pseudopeneus maculatus | Goatfishes – Mullidae

Spotted Goatfish

• Three dark spots in a row

• Two chin barbels

• Mottled reddish-brown 
when resting

• Size: 5” – 8”
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Rhinobatos lentiginosus | Guitarfishes – Rhinobatidae

Atlantic Guitarfish

• Head and pectoral fins 
form a triangular ray-
like anterior

• Thick, tapered, shark-
like posterior

• Size: 1’ – 2’
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Equetus lanceolatus | Drums – Sciaenidae

Jackknife-fish

• Dorsal, anal, and caudal 
fins without spots

• Single black stripe from 
dorsal fin to caudal fin

• Juvenile: Vertical black 
dash on nose

• Size: 5” – 8”

Juvenile

Juvenile
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Calamus penna | Porgies – Sparidae

Sheepshead Porgy

• Overbite

• Black spot at 
base of pectoral 
fin

• Size: 8” – 14”
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Urophycis earlli | Cods – Gadidae

Carolina Hake

• Scatter white splotches on body

• Single barbel “goatee”

• Long thin pelvic fins

• Size: 6” – 14”



12
Sharksucker

Echeneis naucrates | Remoras – Echeneidae

• Flat top forehead 

• White and black 
striping

• White border on dark 
tail

• Size: 10” – 18”
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Gymnothorax moringa | Morays – Muraenidae

Spotted Moray 

• Dark speckling and 
blotches covering body

• “think eel with 
measles

• Size: 1’ – 3’
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Selar crumenophthalmus | Jacks – Carangidae

Bigeyed Scad

• Large eye (diameter 
greater than snout)

• Scutes on caudal 
peduncle

• Size: 6” – 12”
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Lachnolaimus maximus | Wrasses – Labridae

Hogfish

• First 3 dorsal spines are 
long

• Dark bar on tail

• May have spot at posterior 
dorsal

• Size: 1’ – 2’
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Palefin Batfish
Ogcocephalus rostellum | Batfishes – Ogcocephalidae

• Pale body

• No distinguishing markings

• Extremely Rare

• Size: 6” – 12”
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Ogcocephalus cubifrons | Batfishes – Ogcocephalidae

Polka Dot Batfish

• Light colored body 
and fins

• Covered in dark 
dots

• Size: 6” – 12”
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Dasyatis centroura | Stingrays – Dasyatidae

Roughtail Stingray

• Irregular row of spines and bumps 
down midback and onto tail

• Many rows of spines on tail

• Snout and tips of wings are pointed

• Size: 4’ – 6’
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Chaetodon striatus | Butterflyfishes – Chaetodontidae

• Two wide, dark, mid-
body bars

• Size: 3” – 5”

Banded Butterflyfish 



20
Sphyraena guachacho | Barracudas – Sphyraenidae

Guaguanche Barracuda

• Yellowish to yellow or gold 
midbody stripe

• Size: 6” – 14”
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Ginglymostoma cirratum | Carpet Sharks – Rhincodontidae

NOAA

Nurse Shark

• Two barbels on upper lip

• Two dorsal fins or nearly equal 
size set far back posteriorly

• Small mouth

• Size: 5’ – 9’
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Ocyurus chrysurus | Snappers – Lutjanidae

• Brilliant yellow stripe 
running mid body

• Yellow, deeply forked 
tail

• Size: 1’ – 2’

Yellowtail Snapper 
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Opsanus pardus | Toadfishes – Batrachoididae
Leopard Toadfish

• Well-developed fleshy cirri on 
lower jaw

• Tan to buff or yellow with 
dark brown spots

• Size: 6” – 10”
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Remora remora| Remoras – Echeneidae
Remora

• Flat top forehead

• Uniform coloration 
dark to tan

• Varying degree of 
speckles

• Size: 8” – 15”
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Mulloidichthys martinicus | Goatfishes – Mullidae

Yellow Goatfish 

• Yellow mid-body stripe

• Yellow tail

• Two barbels

• Size: 6” – 12”



26
Blue Goby

• Long pointed caudal fin

• Narrow black to red sub-
marginal stripe on dorsal fin

• Bluish gray to lavender body

• Size: 2” – 4”

Ptereleotris calliurus | Gobies – Gobiidae
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Thalassoma bifasciatum | Wrasses – Labridae
Bluehead Wrasse

• Blue head

• Two dark bars 
separated by a white 
bar behind head

• Size: 4” – 5”
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Rypticus saponaceus | Basses – Serranidae

Greater Soapfish

• Mottled and covered with pale 
indistinct blotches and spots

• Vary from drab reddish brown to 
grey

• Size: 5” – 9”
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Lagodon rhomboides | Porgies – Sparidae

Pinfish

• Large dusky spot behind 
gill cover

• Narrow yellow-gold and 
blue stripes on body

• Size: 4” – 10”
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Elagatis bipinnulata | Jacks – Carangidae

Rainbow Runner

• Two blue stripes run the 
length of the body with 
yellow in between

• Size: 2’ – 4’
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Bodiamis pullchellus | Wrasses – Labridae

Spotfin Hogfish

• Darkened spot on pectoral 
fin

• Bright yellow on rear 
dorsal and caudal fins

• Juvenile: all yellow with 
dark blotch

• Size: 4” – 8”
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Paralichthys albigutta | Sand Flounders – Paralichthyidae

Gulf Flounder

• Three large ocellated spots 
with dark centers form a 
rear-pointing triangular 
pattern on back

• Often with additional 
spots

• Size: 6” – 10”
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Xyrichtys novacula | Wrasses – Labridae

Pearly Razorfish

• Extremely steep snout give head a 
squared off appearance

• Small eyes high up on head

• Males: Wide dusky or reddish band on 
side

• Females: pearly white belly

• Size: 5” – 10”
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Chromis cyanea | Damselfishes – Pomacentridae

Blue Chromis

• Blue body

• Deeply forked tail with black 
boarders

• Size: 3”- 4”
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Caranx crysos | Jacks – Carangidae

• Tips of caudal fin dark

• Bluish silver to brassy or olive

• Size: 1’ – 2’

Blue Runner
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Lutjanus griseus | Snappers – Lutjanidae

Gray Snapper 

• Uniformly grey

• Occasionally a darkish 
diagonal band 
through eye

• Size: 10” – 18”
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Euthynnus alletteratus | Mackerels – Scombridae

Little Tunny

• Wavy bands below dorsal fins

• Black spots near pectoral fins

• Size: 2’ – 3’

https://safmc.net/regulations/regulations-by-species/little-tunny/
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Abudefduf saxatilis | Damselfishes – Pomacentridae
Sergeant Major

• Five black bars on body

• Usually yellow coloration dorsally

• Size: 4” – 6”
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Holacanthus bermudensis x ciliaris | Angelfishes – Pomacanthidae

Townsend Angelfish

• Hybrid of blue and 
queen angelfishes

• Blue crown without 
jewels

• Half to bordered yellow 
caudal

• Shares traits of parent 
species

• Size: 6” – 14”
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Mycteroperca bonaci |Basses – Serranidae

Black Grouper

• Thin white margin on 
caudal fin and pectoral 
fins

• Rectangular markings 
on body

• Size: 1’ – 3’
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Gramma loreto|Basslets – Grammatidae

Fairy Basslet

• Purple colored anteriorly and 
gold colored posteriorly

• Dark spot on dorsal fin

• Size: 1”- 3”
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Acanthurus tractus | Surgeonfishes – Acanthuridae

• Uniform in color with 
no bars

• Translucent to pale 
yellow pectoral fin

• Size: 6” – 12”

Ocean Surgeon
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Epinephelus morio |Basses – Serranidae

• Variable earth tones on body

• Smooth straight edge on 
dorsal fin

• Size: 1’ – 2’

Red Grouper
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Synodus intermedius | Lizardfishes - Synodontidae

• Dark spot on upper edge of 
operculum

• Diamond markings along 
body

• Size: 4” – 14”

Sand Diver
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Chromis insolata | Damselfishes – Pomacentridae

Sunshinefish

• Yellow to transparent 
dorsal and caudal 
fin margin

• Juveniles: yellow dorsally 
with purple ventrally

• Size: 2” – 3”

Juvenile
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Epinephelus itajara | Basses – Serranidae

• Marbled body

• Yellowish brown to olive 
green

• Size: 4’- 6’

Goliath Grouper 
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Bothus lunatus | Flounders – Bothidae

Peacock Flounder

• Blue spots on fins and head

• Blue rosettes on body

• Notch in profile of head above lips

• Size: 6” – 15”
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Tautoga onitis | Wrasses – Labridae

Tautog

• Color Dark olive to gray

• Short blunt snout

• Size: 2’ – 3’
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Myripristis jacobus | Squirrelfishes – Holocentridae

Blackbar Soldierfish

• Black bar behind 
head

• Bright to pale red

• White margins on 
fins

• Size: 3” – 6”
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Chromis multilineata | Damselfishes – Pomacentridae

Brown Chromis

• Yellow boarder on dorsal fin, 
yellow tips on caudal fin

• Dark spot at base of pectoral 
fin

• Uniformly brownish-gray to 
olive-brown

• Size: 3” – 6”
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Starksia ocellata | Scaly Blennies – Labrisomidae

Checkered Blenny

• Black-ringed spots of 
orange-golden color on 
cheeks and base of pectoral 
fins

• Color brown-reddish brown

• Three rows of irregular 
blotches on side

• Size: 1” – 1.5”
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Raja eglanteria | Skate – Rajidae

Clearnose Skate

• Clear rectangular area on 
each side of a pointed 
snout

• Single row of spines down 
back and tail

• Size: 1’ – 3’


