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Special Events

Introduction

When the South Carolina Aquarium closes for the day, a unique event site opens. As your guests arrive on our Riverside Terrace they will experience Charleston from an entirely different perspective. With dolphins playing and great ships passing, guests will know this is a truly special event. Gorgeous views abound at the South Carolina Aquarium – both inside and out. The exhibits take a guest “from the mountains to the sea” across our state and offer a unique venue for all sizes. Whether you favor a Board dinner in front of our Great Ocean Tank or a strolling reception throughout the building, we will help you create a truly memorable evening for you and your guests.  

Features

The Aquarium offers event planners a wide range of special spaces, ranging from intimate dinners in galleries with mesmerizing aquatic creatures, to the Great Hall – a light-filled, soaring space framed by views of the Charleston Harbor.

The South Carolina Aquarium’s events staff coordinates wedding receptions, fund-raising galas, cocktail parties, corporate retreats, meetings and much more. 

Guests will also learn something while they’re here. You can incorporate educational and fun aquarium messages in your event by having access to our live animals, exhibit interpreters and a select number of our programs may be offered in a special ‘presentation’ style.

Catering and Bartending Service The South Carolina Aquarium is proud to partner with Stephen Duvall Catering & Events as its exclusive caterer.

For more than 27 years and 10,000 unforgettable occasions Stephen Duvall Catering & Events has specialized in just one thing: creating memorable occasions with food. They provide complete event planning and coordination, from intimate weddings and private parties to extravagant theme parties and corporate events. Their event expertise coupled with an extraordinary setting will create an unforgettable evening for you and your guests! 

To contact Stephen Duvall Catering & Events, please call (843) 763.9222 or visit their web site at www.eventsbyduvall.com. 

Interactive Programs

Planners can make an event even much more unique with the Aquarium’s several interactive programs, including a special otter feeding, customized educational programs, special Great Ocean Tank dives and feedings, and an interactive discovery lab with animals that guests are encouraged to touch.

Size and Capacities

The Aquarium is perfectly suited for groups of 15 to 1,500 people.  When you host an event at the Aquarium, you and your guests have private access for the entire evening to all of the exhibits and gallery spaces.

	Location
	Reception
	Sit-Down
	Square Feet

	Great Hall
	464
	309
	4640

	Deep Ocean Gallery
	137
	92
	1444

	Riverside Terrace 
	262
	-
	2622

	First Floor-Inside
	900
	400
	10,743

	Location
	Reception
	Sit-Down
	Square Feet

	Coastal Gallery
	192
	128
	1920

	Tidal Gallery
	129
	86
	1512

	Ocean Gallery
	70
	47
	700

	Second Floor
	600
	250
	6752


Fees

Your admission fee includes private use of the South Carolina Aquarium, event coordination, custodial services, security and on-site event staff. An event host will greet you and assist with any details during the course of the event.  

Sunday – Thursday Evening Events


$2750*

Friday & Saturday Evening Events


$4000*

*There will be an additional $10.00 per person fee for each guest over 500. Because we are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, all rental fees paid over $1000 are tax-deductible.

Executive Board Room Events

As your guests enter our Executive Boardroom and Terrace, they will experience Charleston from an entirely different perspective. The Executive Boardroom is a 600 square foot, light-filled space with an attached 1,200 square foot Terrace that looks toward Fort Sumter and the Yorktown Battleship. Whether you are planning a corporate meeting inside or a cocktail reception in the open breeze, we will help you create a truly memorable function. We can keep you organized in your planning stages and provide assistance for your meeting or event.  

Fees

Your admission fee includes private use of the South Carolina Aquarium Executive Boardroom and Harbor Terrace. The Executive Boardroom is available for meetings during the week from 8am until 5pm and daily for dinners and cocktail receptions from 6:30pm until 10:30pm.

      Daytime Meeting Rental                                              $450

Evening Reception Rental


       $1000
Booking an Event

To schedule a site visit or to consider dates for an event, contact the Special Events Manager at 843.579.8656 or specialevents@scaquarium.org.
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